Wisdom and Destiny

and halts them when reason commands, or
experience whispers. The friend is not
wise who will not confide in his friend,
remembering always that friendships may
come to an end; nor the lover, who draws
back for fear lest he may find shipwreck
in love. For here, were we twenty times
unfortunate, it is still only the perishable
portion of our energy for happiness that
suffers; and what is wisdom after all but
this same energy for happiness cleansed
of all that is impure ? To be wise we
must first learn to be happy, that we may
attach ever smaller importance to what
happiness may be in itself. We should be
as happy as possible, and our happiness
should last as long as is possible; for those
who can finally issue forth from self by
the portal of happiness, know infinitely
wider freedom than those who pass through
the gate of sadness. The joy of the sage

illumines  his  heart   and   his  soul   alike,
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